
2011-12 Springport Middle School Band Handbook
















Dear band members, parents, and supporters,
	Welcome to another exciting year in the Springport Bands. This year promises to improve on the success we found last year as we welcome a new batch of sixth graders. I have no doubt that the music making this year will only improve on the skills our bands have already achieved and I’m excited to hear and be a part of some of the performances this year. 
	The band program has been on the rise for the past couple of years and I would like to emphasize the importance of continued excellence and success. Band is a very unique and wonderful experience. Just like athletics, you only get what you put in. The band that works the hardest always achieves the greatest result. The goal of the band program is to foster a musical growth as a group, but it takes individual effort for this to occur. My hope is to be able to stand on my podium on June 9 and know that the middle school band gave everything they had this year. I am confident that will happen.
	Within this packet you will find the policies, rules, regulations, schedule, and other pertinent information to the operation of the Springport Middle School band program. Please read over these carefully and if you have any questions, please do not hesitate one minute to call or email me and I will answer, to the best of my ability, any questions you may have. Thanks for your support of the Springport Bands and I hope to see you all at some point this year.

Musically,


William A. Vliek
Director of Bands, Springport Schools
O: (517)857-3475
C: (517)599-4291
bill.vliek@springportschools.net
www.springportbands.com 




Expectations
	It is my expectation that every member of the Springport Bands put forth his/her maximum effort in order to improve not only their individual sound and musicianship, but also the overall sound and musicianship of the band.
	I also expect that the band room be a safe place from hate or disrespect. It is expected that whatever issues may occur outside the band room are not brought inside the band room. The only purpose of our room is for music education and music making. 
	It is further expected that the respect present in the band room extends not only to people, but also to equipment. The instruments and other new equipment around the band room are not easily replaced, however they are easily harmed. Please be careful.

Rules and Regulations
1. Respect is required in the band room. This refers to both verbal comments and aggressive physical behavior. Any form of disrespect will incur the appropriate disciplinary action.
2. Always come to class prepared. Coming to band prepared means you must have your instrument in good working order, your music, a pencil (no pens), and any other item needed for you particular instrument (i.e. reeds, valve oil, etc.). Failure to come to class prepared will affect your grade (see Grading).
3. Do not play each others instruments. I know, you’re curious, and it is funny every once in a while, but it is also a great way to spread illness and break equipment. Don’t do it. This also applies to percussion equipment. If you’re not a percussionist, don’t touch the percussion equipment. 
4. All concerts and out-of-school performances and rehearsals are MANDATORY! You are being given a calendar now so that you may avoid double scheduling later. If it is unavoidable that a student miss a concert, that student must let Mr. Vliek know, either in writing or via email, about the concert in question no less than 2 months prior to the event. An unexcused absence from a concert will lower the student’s semester grade two full letters (i.e. A to C, B to D, etc.). If the student misses a second concert at any point during the year, the student will receive a failing grade for the full year. In the event of an emergency (I realize these do occur), please let Mr. Vliek know either via email or a call to the cell phone ASAP. Please arrange ahead of time to ride with a classmate or other relative if a ride is needed. Excused absences (VERY RARE!) are handled on an individual basis. There will be a make-up assignment given. If that assignment is never turned in, an unexcused absence is assessed.  We only have a few concerts so it is mandatory that every band member participates in every concert. 
5. All school rules apply to the band room and any after school performances. You know what these rules are and it is expected that I do not need to remind anyone of these at any time. These rules also apply for any field trip or performance we may participate in outside of Springport.

Grading
The grade that is given in band is a combination of three elements; participation, practice cards/quizzes, assignments. 

Participation: The participation grade is the grade given for attitude and preparedness. If a student comes to class prepared with all materials needed and stays attentive and respectful for the entire class period, this grade becomes an “A”. Deductions in the grade can occur with misbehaving and not coming with required materials. The grade is given monthly and is worth %40 of the final grade.
Practice Cards/Quizzes: Yes, we are doing practice cards this year in all three grades. Practice cards are a way for me to make sure that everyone is giving their best effort and not just relying on natural talent or those around them to sound good. Practice cards are handed in the first of every school day of every month. These practice cards are a log of each students practice time for the previous month. Every practice card must be signed by a parent/guardian. Practice Cards are worth 40% of a student’s final grade and are meant to act as a supplement to practice quizzes. The practice card grade will be given based on the amount of practice time on the card. Exceptions will be made for vacations, illnesses, instrument repairs, and other matters that would not allow a student to practice. A basic guide to acceptable practice time is given below:
6th grade students should average about 1 and half hours a week.
7th and 8th grade students should average 2 or 2 and a half hours a week.
These are recommendations. If I do not feel that a student is practicing enough, I will let the student and parent know and give tips on better practice efficiency.
Assignments: Band is not just about playing instruments, it’s also about taking an active role in a musical culture. Even though we will predominantly focus on instrumental performance, there will be other focuses and assignments given. These assignments will count toward %20 of a student’s grade.



Extra Credit
From time to time, there will be extra credit opportunities. These opportunities vary in value and will be made available to the students as they come up throughout the year. There are opportunities that are available the whole year, though. Those include playing a solo outside of school (church, recital, etc.), attending a musical performance outside of school, and many other musical events. Before asking for extra credit, make sure you ask Mr. Vliek if the event is eligible for extra credit.

Private Lessons
One of the best ways to improve a student’s musicianship is through one-on-one study with a private tutor. Because the class sizes are so large for bands and choirs, it is impossible for music educators to reach everybody on an individual basis. To alleviate this problem, we offer private lessons. Private lessons are done on an individual basis and can be scheduled whenever is easiest for the student and teacher. Most of our teachers are high school upperclassmen who have been approved by Mr. Vliek to teach middle school lessons. Lessons usually take 30 minutes and are done once a week. The fee is negotiated between the parent and the tutor and can range from free to $10 per lesson.  For more information on private lessons, please ask Mr. Vliek. Private lessons are worth extra credit.

Website
It gives me great pleasure to introduce the band’s very own website, www.springportbands.com. This website will serve as an asset for students, parents, and community members alike. Please take a tour of the website and let Mr. Vliek know if there is anything you would like to see on the website.

20011-12 Middle School Band Calendar 

Tuesday, December 13th 		Winter concert 7 pm (El Gym)
					Call Times: 6th=6:20; 7th=6:30; 8th=6:40
Wednesday, March 21st 		Spring concert 7 pm (El Gym)
					Same call times
Thursday, May 17th 			End of year concert 7 pm (El Gym)
					Same call times
PLEASE MARK YOUR CALENDARS NOW TO AVOID SCHEDULE CONFLICTS LATER!!




Dear Band Parent(s)/Guardian(s),
	As you already know, the middle school student is very unique in the child development process. They start to become more independent, sometimes rebellious, and the foundations for their future educational experiences start to set. As a result of this, the middle school band student needs constant encouragement and often monitoring. In my teaching experiences, I have noticed that the best band students I have are not always the most talented, but they are always the students who are encouraged by those around them, both at school and at home. Please ask your student to play for you if they want. Ask them on a regular basis how their practicing is going (PLEASE make sure they are practicing). I can remember that there were days in my education when I just didn’t want to play and was not feeling good about where I was with my trombone, but I had a strong base around me in my family and friends and they were always there to pick me up.
	Band is a large commitment and asks students to do things that they don’t have to do in any other class. If often gets very frustrating for musicians, especially young musicians, when they can’t get a concept or can’t play through a passage the way they wish they could. This is alright and I completely understand that not everybody is going to understand everything all of the time. It will take hard work and practice time. With your support, the hard work that they put in will not only increase, but their desire to do better will push them to improve faster and get more fulfillment out of what they are doing.
	In order for a band to push forward and improve on where they have been in the past, they need your support. I can only see them for 60 minutes a day, five days a week. I ask you to be my eyes and ears outside of school and please keep me informed if your child has hit a brick wall and needs some help. That is what I am here for. With the education they will receive in class and the encouragement they receive at home, your student will have all of the ingredients to become the best musician they can. Thanks for your constant support of the Springport Bands.

Sincerely,



Bill Vliek



PLEASE TURN THIS SHEET IN TO MR. VLIEK, SIGNED, BY SEPTEMBER 9.

STUDENT’S NAME______________________________________________________

NAME OF PARENT/GUARDIAN_________________________________________

STUDEN’TS PHONE NUMBER___________________________________________

EMERGENCY CONTACT NAME AND NUMBER:

________________________________________________________________________


I HAVE READ, UNDERSTOOD, AND WILL ABIDE BY ALL RULES AND REGULATIONS OF THE 2011-12 SPRINGPORT BANDS.

Student signature________________________________________________________

Parent/Guardian signature________________________________________________


Parent/Guardian:

If you are interested in receiving periodic updates on concerts and other events and goings on via email from Mr. Vliek, please enter your email address below.

_______________________________________________________________________


If you are interested in becoming a band booster and supporting the bands in any way you are able, please put your name, number, and email if applicable below. (P.S. This doesn’t just have to be parents. Any adults are welcome.)

Name__________________________________________________________________

Phone number__________________________________________________________

Email (if applicable)______________________________________________________
