Rock ‘n Roll History Syllabus 2011-12

Teacher: Mr. Vliek
Email: bill.vliek@springportschools.net
Website: www.springportbands.com – Hist. of R ‘n R
Blog: mrvliek@edublogs.edu 


Welcome to the most rockin’ class in Springport High School (even more than earth science…get it?….rocks?). Within this class, we will explore issues that have arisen in society over the past century and how they have been dealt with using music. While this class focuses on rock music, it is also a study of culture and more specifically, of youth culture. Youth have driven the machine that is rock ‘n roll since it’s explosion in the mid-1950s and continue to fuel the fire in the 21st century. Coincidentally, you will often be asked to observe and analyze your own behavior, the behavior of your peers, and the behavior of youth culture as a whole. 
 
Within this syllabus, you will find the expectations for the year, as well as grading policies and other pertinent information. If, at any time during the year, you have a question, feel free to contact me and I will do my best to answer your question.

EXPECTATIONS
First and foremost, it is expected that all students are an ACTIVE member of class. “Active” means contributing to class discussion and debate without being asked. Part of your grade will depend on your ability to be “active”. If you are shy, it is best to get over that now. Secondly, it is expected that respect be present everywhere in my room. This respect extends to everyone’s music taste, as well. We all listen to different music because it speaks to us as individuals. Criticizing someone’s music taste can be interpreted as an attack on them as an individual. This is not to say that we will not debate the value of different music, but respect must always be present, even in heated debate. Finally, it is expected that you enter class with an open mind, free from prejudice and ignorance. You will be exposed to many new artists that you may love or despise. Honestly, I will even introduce you to artists that I don’t care for, but at the end of it all, I still respect them. Step out of your comfort zone and be exposed to new ideas and music; who knows, you might actually like something you hear.

TECHNOLOGY
This is the 21st century and as such, technology is playing a larger part in our everyday lives, whether that be cell phones, iPods, laptops, or wireless tablets. We will be using this technology in different ways to assist in our appreciation of music culture. There will be assignments that require the use of a computer and the internet. If you do not have internet access at home, time will be made available to you at school in order to complete required work. Some of this time will require either lunch work or staying after school. This year, we will be using blogs, podcasts, and maybe even a wiki to aid in classroom instruction. All these new web tools will be explained as they are come up to ensure their effective use in the classroom. Consequently, all students must have submitted their technology user agreement form to the high school. If a student, for some reason, has been disallowed computer privileges, they must make up all work by hand (NOT A FUN PROCESS!!!!!). 

GRADING
Your grade for the class will be a combination of all the elements below:

Active Participation				%30

Maintenance of Personal Blog		%20

Assignments					%20

Tests/Projects/End of Unit Assessments	%30

PASSES/MISSING WORK/TARDIES/DETENTIONS

Bathroom Passes: Are not given, except by life or death emergency. 
Missing Work: %10/day will be deducted for late work. If work is more than two days late, a lunch detention will be assigned, to be served with Mr. Rehberg. 
Tardies: Are not acceptable. On the third tardy, a lunch detention with Mr. Rehberg will be assigned. A second detention will be assigned after the fifth tardy and every tardy afterward.

THE WEBSITE
This class will use the band’s website as a constant resource. Required listenings will be posted as well as documents such as the syllabus, rubrics, assignments, etc. I HIGHLY encourage you to check the website frequently for updates. The website can be located at www.springportbands.com and clicking on “Hist. of R ‘n R”. If ever prompted for a password, type “spartans”. 


I hope you enjoy the year as much as I will and exit the class with a greater appreciation for the greatest revolutionary tool every invented, rock ‘n roll!

Sincerely,

Mr. Vliek

